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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

We are proud to present this year’s best of the best in high school art in Santa Clara County. CHOICES, 
the 2017 themed curated exhibit, marks the 6th year NUMU has presented the exhibition. We are excited 
to debut our new name and logo - 
 
   Art Now!  A name that captures how we feel about art - here, now, forever.

Art Now provides the high school student artist an opportunity to present their artwork in a juried museum 
exhibit that is open to the public. The rigor of the submission process alone mirrors the real world of the art 
experience outside the classroom.

 As one parent said at intake, “I am incredibly impressed at the professionalism of     
 the process. It sheds light on the level of the talent of high school students.”

CHOICES, the theme, became an opportunity for students to construct meaningful art from abstract 
concepts. Culled from the content of students’ lives, the exhibit forms a visual and cultural landscape of 
what they know, how they feel and want to live. Their ideas are the starting points of their art-making and 
allow the viewer in to their world - what they value, what confuses, what interests them. The imaginary 
and introspection into their lives is heart-felt and thought provoking. 

As you walk the gallery and view their art, please note these 60 pieces of art were juried by 3 university 
professors from over 968 submissions. The artwork was critiqued to a high level for technique, composition 
and visual communication of theme.

Hats off to our small team of volunteers who met every Monday in a 9-month effort to ensure Art Now 
continually challenges, motivates, and rewards student artists. Their dedication inspires me. To our 
sponsors and contributors and Museum staff, a huge thank you for keeping Art Now a reality. Thank you 
to our partners at Santa Clara County Office of Education, Jeannine Flores and Esther Tokihiro, our work 
together keeps the “A” in STEAM dynamic and alive.

Especially to all the students who developed an idea, created their art and submitted to this stringent 
application process - you raise the bar of artistic excellence each year.

          Joanne Stypula Talesfore
          Chair, Art Now 
          March 23, 2017



NIBHA AKIREDDY

Process
Oil paint, charcoal
Saint Francis High School
Brendon Reutebuch

I view my work as a choice 
between creating a refined 
spectacle and embracing 
the messy process. I aim 
to capture my thoughts 
from start to finish on the 
canvas, from the scrawled 
notes in the background 
to the unmixed palettes of 
color adorning the image. 
The repetition and motion 
of the figure represent 
the simultaneous beauty 
and chaos of unfiltered 
thought. Art is more than 
a presentation; it is a 
materialized collection of 
experiences.



KEVIN AZCUETA

Decisions
Digital photography

Gilroy High School
Lisette Bourn

Choices, a simple task, but at the same time a difficult one. For some, choosing what to eat  
at restaurants is the easiest choice they can make. However for Carli, picking an item  

off the menu has always been a complication of hers ever since the first date.



ADRIAN BEYER

Tickle Mania
Pastel, charcoal, 
Conte crayon
Saint Francis High 
School
Brendon Reutebuch

The tendency to 
scratch, pick, inspect, 
and pluck our skin is 
a natural response 
to unwanted 
stimuli, releasing 
endorphins that 
are simultaneously 
as painful as they 
are pleasurable. 
Forced by this 
biological urge, 
victims subscribe 
to an unhealthy 
outlet for emotional 
projection. Many, 
who can’t distinguish 
between less harmful 
alternatives, realize 
they have no choice 
in the matter at all.



TITILOLA BOLARINWA

Until the End
Mixed media collage
Palo Alto High School

Kate McKenzie

Many believe that our lives are predetermined and our role is just to follow a grandiose plan, that 
everything is best left to fate. Accepting this view results in distancing humans from the choices they 

make. 

My work looks beyond this preconception to examine life choices. I used snapshots of everyday life to 
delve into the human timeline from the feelings of regret, moments of happiness, and, most importantly, 

the aftermath of choices.



TIFFANY CABRERA

Running Out of Time
Digital collage
Saint Francis High School
Brendon Reutebuch

Now more than ever, we 
need urgent action to 
combat climate change. 
Humans are driving the sixth 
mass extinction event in 
the Earth’s history and are 
speeding up extinction rates 
faster than ever. It is up to us 
to protect what is left of our 
biodiversity, and ourselves.



LEILA CHABANE

Filters
Acrylic paint, glass 

and cardboard
Palo Alto High School

Kate McKenzie

Trump’s inauguration 
gave people a 

choice: to see the 
world as he defines 

it, represented by the 
mirrored glasses he 

hands to the viewer, 
or to perceive the 

world without a filter. 
The mirrored glasses 
symbolize how you 

create your own 
reality whether that 
be through Trump’s 

eyes or your own. The 
red lines, similar to 

Mao’s propaganda 
posters, represent 
Trumps will to filter 
reality preaching 

ignorance. I choose 
to perceive reality, 

how about you?



LAURA CHALAND

I Choose Me
Oil paint
Saratoga High School
Diana Vanry

Two years ago, my parents 
split. When everything you 
know and take for granted 
is being taken away from 
you, there is little to do to 
alleviate the pain. I made 
the choice to focus on 
my needs and myself 
when my parents were 
too preoccupied with their 
own problems. This painting 
depicts a sort of bubble 
around the subject. The 
“bubble” protected me 
from being more hurt than I 
already was.



MICHELLE CHANG

Snowy Day
Digital painting

Homestead High School
Carolyn Daily

In my childhood, I have always liked animals and nature.  In high school, I started taking classes about 
the environment, which opened up a whole new perspective on how humanity treats nature.  I wanted 
to show a noble wolf standing on top of a snowy hill in front of trees and mountains because I wanted to 

emphasize the importance of nature to convince others to learn how to love it as I do.



XINYUE CHEN

Tree of Memories
Acrylic, cut paper, magazine cutouts
Leigh High School
Kimberly Bartel

What choice do people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s have when they are barely able to recall past 
memories? Those around them make their choices for them? What if they do not want that life? They do 
not really get the choice do they? Where is the choice in how we treat Alzheimer’s patients and how are 
we responsible for their well being?

Judges’ Recognition in Mixed Media



PEYTON CHIANG

The Hands of Nature
Drypoint

Lynbrook High School
Matthew Reynolds

While the environment 
may seem irrelevant 

in our technology-
oriented lives, 

nature is beautiful, 
magnificent, and 
serene. Everyday 

we choose to 
either respect our 
environment or to 

disregard it. Like 
the hands holding 
surgical tools, we 

can choose to be 
careful and delicate 

or to be reckless 
and destructive; 

decide between the 
options of protecting 

the environment or 
damaging its beauty. 
It is our responsibility to 
make crucial choices 
that reflect our values.

2nd Place in Printmaking



HANNAH CHO

Ocean of Possibilities
Ink, colored pencils, 
watercolor
Santa Teresa 
High School
Laura Rice

Life’s metaphorically 
an ocean and we, 
as individuals, are 
always swimming 
in the unknown 
abyss, encountering 
situations which life 
has to offer. Every 
decision we make 
has a ripple effect, 
even a decision as 
small as a meal. We 
could spend our lives 
meticulously planning 
out every decision or 
we could face fear 
and jump into the 
unknown. The shark, 
which represents fear, 
must be conquered 
in order to live life to 
its fullest potential.

2nd Place in Watercolor  & Drawing



YOON JUNG CHO

Choices
Gouache, watercolor, 

cardboard, glitter, tulle, 
newspaper, & artificial 

plants
Palo Alto High School

Kate McKenzie

As an artist, I create 
very whimsical and 
imaginary scenes, 

which will remind the 
viewers of children’s 

book illustrations. I used 
various media and 
created interesting 

surface texture to 
intensify the dreamlike 

feeling. I was inspired 
by the story of Adam 

and Eve who chose to 
take the fruit from Tree 

of Knowledge. In this 
work, I focused on the 

idea that things can 
happen in effect when 
we choose to carry out 

an action.

1st place in Mixed Media



EMMA CHOI

Options Unseen
Cardstock paper
Homestead High School
Carolyn Daily

I constructed this piece out of cut cardstock, gluing shapes together to form the picture.  The figure is 
in black and white and emits black smoke from the neck/head area.  The smoke represents the close-
mindedness of the figure, focusing attention to the two options in its hands; the colorful shapes in the 
background are the choices unseen.  The world is not black and white, and there are many options if 
you hold an open mind.

2nd Place in Mixed Media



TARA CHOUDHRY

The American Refrigerator
Charcoal

Adrian C. Wilcox High School
Heather Morton

More than one third of the American population is obese and even more are overweight.  
Humans often eat their feelings or make wrong decisions and turn to outlets to help  

get through their stressful lives. This picture is a charcoal drawing to portray the truth in  
black and white behind the American fridge. Choices even as little as buying processed  

food, often lead to one’s downfall when illness is certain to be obtained.



CATERINA CIAO

Our Rat Race
Digital painting
Mountain View 
High School
Meghan Engle

My artworks begin as 
loose ideas, which I 
then solidify through 
sketches. Through my 
art, I hope to convey 
the realities of the 
world, and the often 
quiet philosophies of 
the common people. 
We live in the age 
of promoting free 
choice and positivity, 
forgetting that 
sometimes, society 
will inevitably provide 
roadblocks we might 
never cross.

Judges’ Recognition  in Digital Media



CARLA 
CORNILLON

The Path
Acrylic paint
Saint Francis 
High School

Tom Johantgen

Using the watcher 
as the evoker of the 

man’s emotion, here 
lies the choice to cut 

the ties of the past, 
and move on to the 

next path in life, or 
to bury the pain and 

stay stagnant.

Best in Show



HANNAH CRAFORD

Addicted
Digital photography
Los Altos High School
Leslie Parkinson

A constant choice people make is whether to be happy and comfortable no matter the cost, or to 
continue a life in pain. Addiction is something that affects a majority of humans. I decided to show 
this by juxtaposing the security and comfort of a stuffed animal with the sharp white image of pills in 
an espresso shot cup. The rabbit is shot outside, adding a sense of abandonment, while the black 
pavement shows harshness.

Judges’ Recognition in Photography



LARA DARLING

Angry Arrows
Polyester slips, embroidery thread

Mountain View High School
Leslie Parkinson

A manifestation of the battle between my rational and irrational mind. I constantly have to choose to 
accept my flaws while my irrational mind is hyper aware and angrily points out these flaws. I made the 
shape into an exaggerated hourglass, the arrows modeled after plastic surgery markings emphasizing 

the unachievable way I have been conditioned to look at my own body.  
Every day I fight to make the choice to think differently.

Judges’ Recognition in Sculpture & Installation



DANIELLE DEQUINE

Time for Tea
Clay, underglaze and 
glaze
Valley Christian 
High School
Karen Dequine

As a child, my 
mom would read 
me the story of the 
gingerbread man. 
Before going to bed, 
I would climb on 
her back, like the 
little gingerbread, 
trusting the trickster 
fox. I have found 
that my high school 
experience has been 
full of tricksters. Like 
the fox, these people 
were not easily 
identified.  Learning 
how to see beyond 
appearances, 
choose friends 
carefully, and rely on 
my parent’s advice 
have been important 
choices I’ve made.



ESTELLE DE ZAN

Junk Drawer
Digital photography

Mountain View High School
Leslie Parkinson

The mental landscape of living in a household with two cultures under one roof, this diptych represents 
both French and Salvadorian sects of my identity. The contrast of these two photographs illustrates the 

eternal fight for the top spot. With past rejections of this dual identity, the overarching theme is the  
choice I’ve consciously made to embrace and acknowledge all facets of my heritage.



2nd Place in Digital Media

ESTELLE DE ZAN

No Ideas Too Wild or Dreams Too Big
Digital collage
Mountain View High School
Leslie Parkinson

Inspired by the fearless innocence in my favorite childhood story, “Where the Wild Things Are” I 
meditated on my choice to retain my sense of wonder while facing quickly approaching adulthood. This 
surrealist work combines my newly minted practical abilities with my innate imagination.



FIONA FARAG

Bridges
Digital photography

Palo Alto High School
Margo Wixsom

Technology is a bridge, 
connecting cultures, 

languages, and people. 
While most of the 

population is on the 
bridge, others are not 
- the old, the poor, the 
hesitant. As a member 

of Generation Z, I started 
further along the bridge. 
I have already surpassed 

my parents, but looking 
back I question my 

decision of following the 
crowd. Is it really better 

on the side? What are we 
all walking towards - is it a 

better world?



ALEXANDRA FOWLER

Split Subconscious
Digital photography
Los Altos High School
Christine An

An issue we face when making a decision is arguing with the angel and devil on our shoulders, choosing 
between the good and the bad. Each has its benefits. However, both also have their own repercussions, 
which can affect more than just the decision-maker. The side that is chosen can expose the inner values 
of a person and show his/her true intentions.

Judges’ Recognition in Photography



LIANNA GE

Yes
Digital photography

Fusion Academy Los Gatos
Amanda Pampena

I take pictures of people, landscapes, buildings and everyday life. Emotion and weather influence my 
interest for photography. My art shows my feelings and shows my everyday life. I choose photography 

because I want to inspire people to have a happy life and not get so stressed out.  I want others to 
understand when viewing my art that life is short. Choose happiness.



ANNA GERCHANOVSKY

Dear Judges
Acrylic paint
Los Altos High School
Christine An

You have the power and obligation to choose any  
artwork to make it into the show. Including this one.  
That’s the choice you face.

Judges’ Recognition in Painting



CARLOS 
GONZALEZ

Freedom Is Dead
Acrylic paint

Pioneer HIgh School
Laurie Kirk

Marilyn Monroe 
is an icon and 
The Statue Of 

Liberty represents 
freedom.  Marilyn 

Monroe symbolizes 
freedom and 

death because she 
had the freedom 

to do whatever 
she wanted and 

in order for her 
to become an 

icon, she had to 
make sacrifices.  

People that come 
to our shores also 
make sacrifices; 

yet everything 
has a price.  You 
can never gain 

something if you 
don’t sacrifice 
something of  
equal value.



MARGARET GREER

On the Brink
Ceramic
Los Gatos High School
Leah Aguayo

As a high school student, I constantly face choices about what to wear, do, and say; whether to choose 
safety and conformity, or to leave my comfort zone and express myself. Like the ceramic octopus on my 
bowl, which uses colors and patterns to either camouflage with its surroundings or make itself visible by 
flashing an array of patterns, I am often on the brink, wondering whether to blend in or break out.



MARK GUIDRY

Conformities
Digital photography

Saratoga High School
Alex Hemmerich

How you perceive yourself is a choice only you can make. Gender is a choice that changes your life 
but some people believe that they don’t have this choice. That they are stuck on a straight line path 
because society is unwilling support them.  It’s a life changing choice, whether you want to be a he,  

she, or it, but sometimes it’s worth it to be who you want to be and escape society’s conformities.

1st Place in Photography



IRENE HAN

Erasure
Acrylic paint, relief-printing, xerox transfer
Lynbrook High School
Matthew Reynolds

Decay and dilapidation are often seen as inevitable, but through deliberately destroying–blacking 
out, cutting out, inking over, and tearing–the original text, I captured the beauty of literary and artistic 
negative space. In its torn and “ruined” physical state, this piece embodies the choice to create from 
destruction, to speak from silence, and to outlive the ephemerality of remembrance.

2nd Place in Sculpture & Installation



EMILY HARDY

Damileo
Ink, colored pencil

Milpitas High School
Irene Hentschke

The choices we make 
shape the world 

we live in. Our lives 
grow into beautiful 
things, despite the 

unconventional, fatal, 
marvelous, best and 

worst decisions we 
make. There’s a story 

to be told by those 
who make choices; 
there’s a mind to be 

nurtured by those who 
tell stories.

It’s 1955. My 
grandmother is 18. 

She’s hesitant to marry 
the man she’s known 

for all of 6 months...but 
she does, and I am 

here.

Judges’ Recognition in Watercolor  & Drawing



KAYLYN HO

Two Doors, Two Lives
Digital photography
Los Altos High School
Jessica Hayes

Peer pressure places millions of students around the world with dilemmas, many in which have a clear 
answer. But our minds are easily corrupted, and the sight of others leads to distortion. Once the wrong 
door is entered, it is difficult to turn back. The right choice is often not the most appealing, but we have to 
ask ourselves, is it worth it to have fun today and suffer tomorrow?



NICOLE HU

Musical Attempts
Graphite

Mountain View 
High School

Leslie Parkinson

My artwork displays 
the hands of someone 

playing the violin. 
The inspiration for this 

drawing came from my 
old memories of playing 

the violin. I named it 
“Musical Attempts” for 
my attempt at playing 

the violin, and my 
choice to quit after it 
was not fitting for me. 

Playing and quitting 
violin was a choice that 

I made recently, so I 
decided to depict it 

through art.



KRISTINA IM

Li[treas]ure or 
Li[trash]ure?
Digital photography
Palo Alto High School
Margo Wixsom

Choices are typically 
correlated with 
change, whether 
large or small. As 
technology continues 
to evolve and 
flourish, magazines, 
newspapers, and 
books are becoming 
obsolete. Written 
works, something so 
magical to me as a 
kid, are now “boring” 
next to my glowing, 
indispensable device. 
I am one of the billions 
of people whose 
choice will determine 
the future of valuable 
literature. Our choice 
to step around and 
trash literature will 
dramatically affect a 
worthwhile treasure.



SIENA INABA

Mother Nature’s Last Breath
Mixed media collage

Del Mar High School
Annie Masterman-Alston

This piece shows how man’s choices are 
killing the Earth. She is drowning in the 
rising seas caused by global warming 

and all of the bubbles escaping her are 
what man has done to the Earth. I used 

ceramics to demonstrate the stability 
Earth is believed to have but also how 
fragile it really is. The Earth is dying but 

we don’t realize what all is killing her. This 
piece is meant to raise awareness about 

the state of our Earth.



JULIA ROSE JOROSKI

Immerse
Acrylic paint
Pioneer HIgh School
Laurie Kirk

In my painting I illustrate the choice between going out into the world and creating new memories 
through new experiences, while using what it has to offer to one’s advantage, or staying in solitude 
cooped up with technology as the only window to the outside world. The forest in my painting represents 
the outdoors and the beauty of the earth, while the astronaut and its cord being held by the human 
hand represent solitude.

1st Place in Painting



DANIELA KARCHMER

Assurance
Digital photography

Mountain View High School
Leslie Parkinson

When I think of choice, I immediately think about lifestyle choices, or how one chooses to live their life. Do 
people tend to keep certain values close at all times? For this portrait, the lifestyle choice is confidence. 

I wanted to capture a teenage girl who, despite her competitive environment, stays not only confident, 
but true to herself. This choice allows her to live a happier and more care-free life.



CHANINA KATZ

Subjective Realities
Woodcut, printing Ink
Lynbrook High School
Matthew Reynolds

We constantly choose the way we interact with the world, whether we realize it or not. These could be 
intentional choices or choices we’ve made based on factors like where we were born or how we were 
raised. This series is my interpretation of the ways in which our choices can further affect our perception of 
the world, causing each of us to seemingly live in a different version of the same objective reality.

1st Place in Printmaking



RACHEL KOEHLER

A New Chapter
Clay of varring colors 

and underglaze
Valley Christian 

High School
Karen Dequine

As a child, my parents 
chose everything for 
me. Where I went to 

school, what activities 
I did, what food I 

ate. As I’ve grown, 
the choices placed 
on me have eased, 
but are still present. 
This May marks the 
transition from my 

familiar high school 
to a new college. This 

new chapter allows 
me to make my own 
choices, which I can 

tailor fit to reflect who 
I am, and I’m infinitely 

excited.



JERILYN LEE

A Pile of Animal Skulls
Ink
Los Altos High School
Christine An

The human race takes 
animal lives for granted 
as we toss their lives 
around without much 
thought. We use animals 
however we please. 
We make decisions that 
can kill an entire species 
and ruin the ecosystem 
entirely. For the benefit of 
mankind, we choose to 
tear down and destroy 
the natural habitats of 
animals which mutates 
them or forces them 
to adapt to our world, 
eventually killing them off.



KATIE LEONG

Penrose Triangle of 
Shoes

Watercolor, colored 
pencil and graphite

Adrian C. Wilcox 
High School

Heather Morton

Like the Penrose 
triangle, there are 
times when I feel 

that choosing 
what’s best seems 

impossible. I wanted 
to present these 

shoes in an appealing 
arrangement, 

concentrating on 
detail and value. 

Utilizing colored 
pencils and 

watercolor, I represent 
the shoes that belong 

to influences of my 
decisions: my mom, 

my family and myself. 
Sometimes these 

reflections create a 
million of choices to 

consider, but they’re 
also that reassuring 

anchor to important 
things in my life.

Judges’ Recognition in Watercolor  & Drawing



YIXUN LI

Choices
Digital illustration
Homestead 
High School
Carolyn Daily

This is a dream of 
darkness and hope, 
of a girl who was 
wandering in an 
imaginary space full 
of colors and surprises, 
making decisions and 
choices between 
the worlds that she 
wanted to see.



ANGEL LOPEZ

Abandoned Arctic Oil Well 
Plaster and 3D printing 
Prospect High School

Mark Fisher

People have only one life. Within that time more than a million choices are made. They not only 
affect the ones close to us, but people around the world and people in the future. If we keep 

going down this path we give people in the future with very few choices.

1st Place in Sculpture & Installation



ISABEL MARTYNENKO

Paint Me Rouge
Animated video
Freestyle Academy
Leslie Parkinson

I went with the idea of how a piece of clothing can change how we view the individual wearing 
it. I decided to play dress up with this simplistic red dress. Red is a color that when applied to 
anyone, will bring them out of the crowd. Those who wear the dress can even be creepy animals 
that people tend to not like. By clothing these animals, I am changing how they are perceived.

1st Place in Video



SABINE McHUGH

Oil paint
Los Gatos High School

Thad Smith

I was inspired by the various choices brought to mind when considering the idea of harmony 
versus dischord. How do your choices create or destroy harmony? To illustrate this idea, I painted 
two separate scenes, occurring at the same time, of a woman breastfeeding her baby and her 
husband with another woman. To create dichotomy between the two scenes I wove in strips of 

unstretched canvas and used contrasting color schemes to create mood.

2nd Place in Painting



SARAH MEEHAN

Zhany
Charcoal
Saint Francis 
High School
Salvador Gaeta

I chose this artwork 
because it reflects 
one of the different 
aspects of someone’s 
personalities. Emotions 
are usually expressed 
through features of 
the face, and can be 
interpreted in different 
ways therefore it is 
up to the viewer to 
determine the feeling 
this artwork conveys.



ADRIAN MENDEZ

Light in Darkness
Digital collage

Willow Glen 
High School

Sandra Holland

My artwork is named 
Light in Darkness. It 
portrays how even 

in the darkest times, 
there will always 

be a light or hope. 
However, even with 

hope, there is still the 
everlasting presence 

of darkness. I took 
a photo of a friend 

standing under a light 
post and I created 
a digital collage to 

represent the contrast 
between light and 

dark.

Judges’ Recognition  in Digital Media



ADA PARNANEN

Trapped in Space
Digital collage
Mountain View 
High School
Leslie Parkinson

With every 
purchase that 
we make, we are 
choosing what 
type of world 
we want to live 
in. Although 300 
animals are killed 
each second for 
food in America, 
we are taught that 
it’s normal. Loving 
our pets, yet eating 
and wearing other 
animals, we are 
trained to accept 
this destructive 
double standard. 
We tend to confine 
ourselves to 
traditions, instead of 
learning about new 
perspectives and 
being the solution rather  
than the problem.

1st Place in Digital Media



DAISY QIAN

Goodnight, Sleep Tight
Digital photography

Fremont High School
Catherine Zweig

I once saw a homeless man with a sign that read, “Hungry Veteran. Please help!” How can a 
person who chose to defend his country with his life be abandoned by it? When I spotted this 
broken toy soldier on the sidewalk, I immediately thought of him: once loved, now forgotten.  

It is time we repay our debt and give back to our veterans.

2nd Place in Photography



ANNE SCHILL

Jacoba Van Ee
Acrylic paint
Los Altos High School
Christine An

In 1889, Jacoba 
Van Ee abandoned 
everything she knew, 
including her native 
Dutch language, to 
journey to America. 
Six months prior, she 
was converted to a 
new religion based 
in the United States. 
Prompted by her new 
faith, she embarked 
on a ship across the 
Atlantic Ocean. Her 
choice to sail to the 
US all by herself has 
affected generations 
after her in ways 
she probably never 
imagined. Jacoba 
was my great great 
great grandmother.



CLAIRE SHEIH

Transience
Video 

Lynbrook High School
Matthew Reynolds

Transience explores uncertainty in decision-making. I wear a sculpture (made of 160 forks) which 
is a depiction of my resolve. The structure emits light to illuminate a shadow. As the light fades, the 

shadow disappears too. This represents how resolve eradicates uncertainty,  
illuminating the right choice.

With bursts of resolution, my choice, the shadow, emerges. But resolve is transient. As the light of 
my resolve ebbs, I am left uncertain and in the dark.



CHRISTIEN SKOUSEN

It Weighs You Down
Video
Mountain View High School
Matthew Taylor

In this piece, I explored the idea of choosing the way that I think; choosing away from negative thought 
processes can be oppressive and difficult, and I wanted to show my own journey and struggles through 
a portrait of my own struggles with eating and body image.



JUSTIN SZE

Introperspective
Graphite and  

colored pencil
Cupertino High School

Alice Cunningham

Whether we focus the 
intricate problems or 
view the big picture 

from afar, these 
choices we make 

depend on our 
choices. In my artwork 
there are two types of 
scenes: the cityscape 

from the distance and 
the local street view. I 
want to demonstrate 

the two different 
choices we can 

choose to view this 
city in the same way 

we do in our world.



SARAH TENG

Masquerade
Graphite
Mountain View 
High School
Meghan Engle

I created this work by 
transferring contours 
of the original image 
to the paper and 
then rendering it with 
graphite. Through this 
macabre drawing of 
a boy’s face masked 
by a hand, I hope to 
convey the feeling 
of being suffocated 
by the choices 
others make for you, 
drawing inspiration 
from my personal 
struggle to pursue an 
artistic career while 
my parents entrap 
me in their own 
decisions for my life 
and lack of choice.

Judges’ Recognition in Watercolor  & Drawing



ANNLI TICO

9 to 5 Starman
Acrylic, ink pen,  embroidery, watercolor

Los Altos High School
Christine An

As we grow older, we often chose to let go of our childhood dreams in exchange for a more 
realistic profession. We decide to trade passion and hardship for money and a path with less 

resistance. By doing this we lose a part of ourselves, and make our lives mundane  
instead of exciting.

Judges’ Recognition in Mixed Media



SHAYLA TONGE

Choosing Joy
Video
Freestyle Academy
Leslie Parkinson

We all have the choice to see things from a couple of steps back. My desire for perfectionism means I 
often get caught up in frustration and self doubt, leaving my creative process feeling like a tangled mess. 
But when I allow myself the audacity to dream recklessly and develop compassion for people different 
than me, my perspective widens. I am able to choose joy.

2nd Place in Video



JONGHO WEON

Too Many
Colored pencil, poster color

Cupertino High School
Alice Cunningham

There are many choices in life that one can make. But what happens  
when you are faced with too many of them?

1st Place in Watercolor  & Drawing



ANNIE XU

Hats
Digital photography
Saratoga High School
Alex Hemmerich

As social beings, we often try to convey our character externally. Sometimes, choosing between one 
piece of clothing and another can feel like a struggle to pinpoint our personalities: Am I bubbly and 
unpredictable, or tranquil and delicate? Despite the acuteness of this internal conflict, exploring garment 
choices can inspire us to discover the vibrant, diverse facets of ourselves.



MICHELLE XU

Inked
Digital photography

Fremont High School
Catherine Zweig

Those times spent bored sitting in the lecture are filled with pen in hand, doodling on skin. 
Suddenly, after years time, you’ve grown attached to seeing designs bloom onto your body. 

You now want a tattoo. With anything permanent in life, you’ve got a choice. Tattoos require not 
only thought in your decision, but patience. The decision often leaves you in peril:  

job over art, livelihood over expression.

Judges’ Recognition in Photography



ALICIA YAMAMOTO

Schizophrenia
Ink, watercolor
Pioneer HIgh School
Laurie Kirk

Many people affected with schizophrenia have difficulty telling the difference between what is real 
and what is not, and also struggle in making choices by themselves. It is a privilege to be able to make 
choices in life. The many random objects in the artwork represent the imaginary world the subject is in, 
blocking the many choices he or she may have.



HENRY ZHANG

Wolf
Clay, oxide

Valley Christian High School
Karen Dequine

Through my art and life experiences, I have learned that it is impossible to completely  
control and predict the outcome of my choices. Nevertheless, having the choice to what  

I think, say, and do gives me my identity. Throughout high school, I have explored piano, guitar, 
and ceramics. Though what comes out may not be what I originally intend, with these art  

forms, I freely express my emotions and thoughts, and ultimately myself.
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Nick Talesfore
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Charlene & Bryan 
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Sandy & Gil 
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Cindy & Stan Gum

Andrea & Joe Thomas

Dolce Spazio 
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Prescott Design 
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NUMU Atelier

Judy & Don 
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